
Skill building
The interviews show that children and youth
develop a wide range of skills that transfer within
the program and real world. They discover what
they are good at. They develop their abilities and
learn to apply them in their lives. 

School readiness and achievement
Having academic support embedded into many of
the Clubs has enabled children and youth to easily
access after school supports for their school
learning in a safe, supportive, and familiar
environment. The environment of the Clubs provide
a place for some students to focus on their
homework, ask for help from others, and prepare
for their experience at school. For these young
people, being at the Club has led to increasing
achievement in their school environment. It has
helped them feel more comfortable, connected,
and positive about the school experience. 

Courage to try
The data from the interviews show the impact of
the Clubs in the ability for children and youth to try,
to attempt, and to experience. They see what it is
like to face new opportunities and challenges in an
environment that is safe and supportive. The Clubs
develop a sense of agency and a can-do attitude in
children and youth. It encourages an adventurous
and confident spirit in young people. It opens the
door to endless possibilities as members begin to
believe in their ability to try new things. 

Creativity
A minor, but still significant, theme in the data from
interviews is about creativity. For some members of
the Club, their experience at the Club cultivated a
greater sense of creativity. They were able to
express themselves in new ways. 

Learning from differences in others
Children and youth who encounter diversity at the
Club are more likely to be curious and explore
various cultural aspects such as language,
traditions, food, and activities. Members who have
created connections with children and youth from
different backgrounds and countries desire to
learn from their peers. The data reveal that young
people who have experienced the Club have grown
in their openness to learn from others who are
different, to develop understanding of different
cultures, and to be more accepting of others. 

So I can just take my time to try something
new without worrying about how it's going to
go. I can just like, do it for myself and see how

it goes. And if it doesn't go so well, it's okay
because it was for fun.

I value the differences. 
They're like little treasures we get to

discover about each other.

Taking on challenges
In addition to trying new things, the data show that
members at the Club develop the interest, resolve,
and initiative to face challenges they might not
have faced otherwise. This develops strength of
character and fortitude within young people. It
helps them face their fears. It provides them with a
sense of security that they can face the unknown,
even when it is difficult, and thrive. 

Problem solving
Members revealed through qualitative interviews
that the Club has improved their ability to solve
problems. They grow in their ability to analyze
issues, consider possible solutions to difficulties,
and learn how to navigate situations that are
challenging.

I’ve gotten better at problem solving, 
better at rational thinking, and thinking 
more in the long run instead of the now.

Character development
There is evidence throughout the interview data
that values and character of young people is
influenced and developed through the experience
of being at the Club. Through observing the Club
staff and interacting with their peers, they are
learning what it means to be a kind person and a
quality friend. 

at bgc clubs...
Members are becoming lifelong learners
In 2023, 19 BGC Clubs interviewed 483 members about the impact of the Club as part of the BGC Canada
Learning and Impact Project. The following themes emerged from the interviews about the impact of the
Club on members’ habits of curiosity and preparedness for the future.


